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Goſpel Maintenance. 
FOR 
Gotpel Miniſters. | 


In an EPISTLE to all who 
Conſctenciouſly ſuffer for not} 
Pa y1ng them. | 


CLI. 


By William Loidingtons 
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Poſterity ſina!! reap the Fraits, . "hal 
Of your hard Saffarings by Tythe-ſaits.f 4 4 
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Fo the Prieſt that Sues for 
| | Tythe 


ID thy Pariſh ozers themſelves 
.  1avite 

Tha to their Pulpit ? Do they till delight 

To hear thee Preach ? muanne 1 ſhall _ 

T5 Have gainſs (y. 
Nulla volent! fit 1njuria. 

He that ts free to bear, ſhould freely pay. } > 
But if within thy Pariſh any dwell, 

'. Why ſee the Wa, ay, which doth thy Ways 
> "UW Hecr Jaler, ad or thc loft halde, Fans 
Here zs for Thee and Thews a Dram that 

( may 

God's Power Co-workins, purge thy wrath 

( away 3 

Ati ftrengthen them, that in a 8 ufſering 

( Seaſon, 

| Dew may ot judge them wil ul, void Of Recon 
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P Truth having taught us rightly to divide 


What things are Gods, and what*s on Cz- 
far*s ſide. 
Let not Man's Idol Self divert thizeEyes, 
Then this may prove to thee aricher Prize © 
Than Levi's 1ythe. For if thou wouldſt 


({ advance 
Chriſt's glorious Goſpel ; truſt his 
* x Cor. (* Maintenance. 
I. 9, 14, 
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- Goſpel Maintenance 


FOR 


| Goſpel Miniſters. 


Dear Friends, . 


F-. N the weighty Senſe of God's Ho- 
nour, and the Peoples Welfare , 
both which are eminently con- 
cern'd in your Sufferings, do 1 ſalute 
you ; deliring all Grace and Peace, 
t Courage and Conſtancy, may be in , 
- You. 
You may probably expe harder 
' Sufferings than many others, for ma- 


ny of thoſe you have to deal with, nei- 
ther want Wit to diſgrace us, nor Ma- 
lice to purſue us tothe utmoſt of their 
Chain. FIR 
| Tdoubt not but you are well ſatisfied 
in the Goodnels of your Caule, though 
ſome of you may not have ſo many 
words in readineſs to defend it, as o- 
thers. Eut inward SatisfaCtion is be- 
yond Words. - Yet this I knowing by 
long Experience, That it's a Retreſh- 
ment atid Delight to hear that Cauſe 
juſtified by others, for which I ſuffer, 
I am concern'd to add this Mite for 
that end partly, as alſo to in{grm _im- 
artial Readers we have Scripture and 
Reaſdh with us. | 
I know many able Friends haye 4- 
" bounded in this ſubject, I have only 
this to lay, I know none in ſo few 
words. It's the more probable Men of 
Puſineſs wil] looner read it. 
Firtt, We may obſerve for our En- 
couragement, how the Clergy-men (to 
called }) of Jate Years, have retreated 
from pleading for 'T'ythe upon a Goſpel 


With | 


ACCOUNt. 


With their Jure Diwvino, People 
formerly were very much frigh- 
ted : But now (bleſſed be God) 
there is ſo much Light broken forth, as 
diſcovers the Darkneſs of thoſe kind of 
Arguments for Tythe ; which the 
Prieft himſelf perceiving , runs now 
to the Law of the Land, as his beſt 
plea for Tythe. 

Take one inſtance out. of a Learned 
| Man's Commentary upon Heb. 7. at- 

. tera large pleading for Tythe, he clo- 
ſeth up his Matter with this Queſtion, 
* Why are Tythes under the Goſpel 
*paid to Minifters? Mark his Anſwer 
verbatim, * It is for the moſt part the 
* fitteſt Proportion, and that the very 
* Heathen did obſerve about their Mi- 
*niſters. When God himſelf ſet down 
*a diſtin and particular Portion for 
* his Miniſters ( he ſhould have faid 
* Prielts) he judged a Tenth part molt 
* convenient. Hereupon ( faith he 
x 50g Governours have in all their 
* Commonwealths thought meet to + 
* eſtabliſh ſuch a Portion, and where : 


"ſuch a Portion 1s eſtabliſhed by Law, . 7y 


» 


'* the People are bound in Conſcience 
*toobſerye the ſame. | 
Thus we fſce how ſo Great and 
Learned'a Man as Dr. Gomuze found 
himſelf necefſirated, pag. 129. toclench 
up his whole Argument for Tythe in 
his day, with the Law of the Land. 
And now it's become a general plea 
for it. | 
Bur a little more to this Heb. 7. be- 
cauſe I read it as the plaineſt Text in 
all the Scripture to prove Tythe abo- 
Ifdhed. The Author in this Chapter 
principally treats of cheLeviticai Prieſt= 
hood, and their Maintenance, by way 
of Compariſon to Chriit and his Mini- 
ſtry, as ifhghad lived in our day, and 
heard our Controverlie about T ythes. 
Therefore to end, or rather. to pre- 
vent all ſuch Diſpures, he firſt proves 
;hrift to be an High-Prieft after the 
Order of Melchiſedeck, and not after the 
Order of Ar0z, and theretore his Mi- 


| thers Priefthood, Mark how he grants, 
| wer, 5, That the Sons of Levs, who 
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\niſters not to be maintained, as the O. =, 


| xeccive the Office of the Pricfihoog ,' | 
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' © wers 1y thable. 


JF" "M5, if 
have a Command to take 'Tythes of 
the People according to the Law, that 
1s of their Brethren ; bur in, ver. 12. 
The Prieſthood bcing changed, there 
3s made of Neceſſity a change alſo of 
the Law. Itany ask, Ot what Law ? 
W hat Anſwer can be with Sence or 
Reaſon, but of the Ceremonial Law, 
and eſpecially of Tythes, that Prieſt- 
hoods Mainrenance, as a Branch of 
that Law, and in particular mention- 
ed by the Apoltle upon this Occaſion. 
Nothing can be more plain; for if he 
had believed, that 'Tythes were to be 
paid to Chriit's Miniſters, here was a 
very fir Opportuaity to confirm it. = 

Bur for as much as the Law of the 
Land is moſt pleaded now ; I turn to 
that. 


© 05j. The Law ( fay the Clergy ) 
*which compeis People to- pay them 
*Tythe, 1s very juſt, for 'Tythe is not 
theirs, they did not buy them when 


© they buught their Lands, but the pur- 


*chale was the cheaper, becaule they 
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Azxſ. The common Anſwer to thigh 


15 not to be omitted, viz. That the 
Writings do not - excepr the 'Tyrhes, 
if they had, the no 
good ; but thecommon form of Dec 

 stohave and to hold every part and 
parcel of the Premiſes, with the Ap- 


urtenances. But further , It*s but 
reaſonable, ſuch Tythe-fic lick Land 
Thould be Told cheaper than other 
Land; for ifthe Buyer hath-Faith and 
"Patience toTuffer for the Good of Po- 
Herity, he mult expect great Suffer- 
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1ngs and Charges, befors ore 1t be Cured 


of this E Evil. For ir's not to be done 


by any outward Force or Might, but 
' by the Spirit of the Lord, Zzch. 4. 6. 
Lhe Lamb in time will have rhe Vi- 
Qtory, Rev. 12.11. It's well obſerved 
120ur Common Grammar, 

4 
Denwo0na non Armis ſed Morte ſubegit 

( Feſutss 


_ And we may truly ſay—— 


_ Decyma 
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Legihns, gut PR 71s 208 YeVocanaa feris. 


Pine not by A rms, but by Chriſt's 
( Death heing {lain ; 

No Laws, or Arms can give it Late a- 
(:Sain. 


But a little more to this, becauſe it's 
the molt commign , and thought the 
ſtrogceſt Objetion. TI grant as adore- 
{iid, I bought Land the cheaper for be- 
Ng Tythable. + will freely give Two 
and T wenty Years Purchaſe for Tythe> 
free Land , rather than Twenty for 
'Tychabje. But whatisehattothe Prieſt? 
1 his gives him no Right to it. Nor 
can any Law, as a Salary for Preach- 
ing : for Chritt hath Eſtabliſhed a 
Maintenance for his Miniſters, and it's 


nor in the power of any. Government | 
under Heaven t© change it, Where- 
fore Tuch as Dernand Tythe by vertue 
of the Law of the Land, either conf-{5 
by to doing, that Chritt hath not com- 

| manded\.,/ 


12 
manded it; or that refuſcrs to pay are 


diſobedient to his Commands, or elſe 


that they like not his Law for their 
Maintenance, Luke 10. 79. All which 
are hable ro many Abſurditics. 
Naked Trath ſpeaks thus of Tythes, 
in the Second Part, pag. 30. 
Tis the idleſt of Dreams to ſay, 
*' That becaufe the Prieſthood. under 
* the Law, the Levites, had the T ythes 
* of the whole Land, that therefore by 
*the ſame Reaſon, Minilters of the 
* Goſpel, ſhould have the ſame Pro- 
* portion and Allowance out of all Mens 
* Eſtates , and that it 1s Sacriledge to 
* detain them. For is the Pariſh Prieſt 
© the Twelfth part of the Pariſh he lives 
*1n, though you alſo number with him 
* bis Family, if he have any? Or are 
*the Clergy and their Families the 
*'TIwelfth part of Explaxd, as the 
* Tribe of Levi was the '1 welfth part of 
© Iſrael. 

- And t herefore, ſaiih he, it is an 
© idle Dream, and a Bugbear, to call 
\ *detaining of Tythe, Sacriledge ; ex- 
\ *cept it can be proved, that God, or 
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 Sacerdotical uſe thereof as aforeſaid, I 
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© Chriſt, or the Apoſtles ever took (or 
© commanded to be taken ) the Tenth 
*to Goſpel Miniſters, (as God ex- 
© preſly commanded the Tythes of all 
* Iſrael to the Levites) that bear no 
* proportion in Number to the Tribe 
© of Levi, nor are the Tenth part, nor 
< ſcarce the Hundredth part of moft 
© Pariſhes, and yet ſhall lick up the 


«whole Tenth of the Pariſh. 


He further adds in the ſame page, 


.- - concerning thole great Tythes which 


by Henry VIII. were taken from the 
Abbots and Nuns, © That they, as 
*v0tten by a Chear, Eſcheated to the 
*King by the Law of the Land. 

Now whether all the reſt of the 
Clergies Tythes were not gotten by 
2 Cheat, as much as the Abbots and 
Nuns, and may as lawfully Eſcheat to 
the King as the other, TI leave to more 
able Judgments to determine, when 1t 
ſhall be judged expedient by the Go- 
vernment, to Debate it. 

But until a Seiſure be made by the 
Government, totally taking away the 
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know none have niore Right to the 
Fythe, than the Owners of the Land : 
Becauſe I believe all Clergy-ricns 
Claims are of no'force, and all who. 
Conſciencioully refuſe to pay them, 
ſay, as-much in plain Ez217þ, by their 
denial of them: Por they cannor de-. 
mand- 1 yche but upoa the Account of 
their Miniſtry, and' other Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Offices; which if they neglcR; the 
Law will: nor give'it' them. Where- 
tore by paying T'ythe in Obedience to! 
iuch ai Law, I practi own and: 
ſupport - that Prieſthood, Offices and 
Calling: Andit's but an iquiyocati- 
_ onto lay-l: ditown them, and yet pay: 


to-mainrain; them. Every Eye may 
ſte; -fear'to ſuffer, is the Motive topay, 
whatever" 157 pretended. Nor will it 
 exeuſe to ſay, it's paid only in Obedi- 
ence to the* Law ; for by that Argu- 
ment I 'may as lawfully go to Maſs as 
to Meetings, if a Law ſhould com- 
mand it; which God forbid. 
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bj. Thave ſeen an Objection" in 
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Paik jrobubly Cty, oppor RbgyHes 
©thor to ſpring from the Root, v7z. 
| © That by denying Tythes we teach 
© the Tenants to Popiſh Landlords, to 
| © pay themnoRent, becauſe they may 
\ © umploy it to Popiſh Services, 


Azſ. Proper Compariſons explain 
things, improper caſt a Miſt before the 
| Reader's Eyes. Popiſh Landlords do 
| Not let their Lands upon Condition, 
 theRent {hall- be paid' to their Prieſts 
\ by the Tenant, for ſaying Maſſes, if 
| they ſhould; Fanow noPtoreſtantthar 
| would be their Tenant, They let 
'. their Lands asottier Men; to Have' the 
|. Reat paid tothemfſelves; and it's not 
4 a Tenant's Concern, to inquire' what 
f his Langlord will do:with'is Rent. 


© O53. But further, theſame Author 

_ *very plauſibly, and no doubt very 
* *ſtrongly inchis'0own Opinion; returns 
1, * <the thingupon us thus, as if the Caſe 
© were: our own. If you'or' F (faith 
; © he):ſhouldby a-Deed' for-Ever, give 
| *a Ninth partofourEſtares; to Teach: 
| *ers of our own Perſwaſion, oper atd*+... 
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above the Tenth , which is none of 


* ours, and ſhould after {#11 the remain- 
* ing Eight parts, and abate the Buyer 
* proporcionably in Price, would you 


© net count ſuch a Buyer a Thief, if he 


* ſhould take that Ninth part, and call 
*it his own, ſaying, We gave it to a 
*bad Uſe? 


5... 

Azſ. No, I ſvould rather count the 
Seller a Cheat, and the Buyer a Fool. 
For inſtance ; Suppoſe the Land thus 
ſold contains Ninety Acres, is not he a 
Cheat, that gives away Ten of them, 
and yet ſells me_ the whole Ninety ? 
for my Deed muſt mention, either 
Eighty or Ninety. If but Eighty A- 


cres is expreſſed, it's folly to claim any 
more ; but if the whole Ninety be in, - 


I am no Thief to keep it all. 


©0bj. But here it will be replied, 
© that though the whole Ninety Acres 


<were in the Writing, yet had an im- 


<plicite Abatement , in Conſideration 
< of my paying the Niath part co ſuch 
* Preachers. TT BET 
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. uſt bea Rat for the Pager 
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"Auf. The Reaſon of this Abatement” b: 
when the Bargainwas made;' was ei-/ + 
ther mentioned or'not *"if it was, and ' 
agreed unto by the Buyer, the ObjeCtis 
on is good, bur if it "was not, 'as' gene- 


. rally it isnot, 'in'the Caſe? of Tythe, 


chen this Objeftion,” pay ranigd, 
that the Buyer maſt | do,” wha 


ons.” . 

2. "SF. But ſecondly, This implizite A: 
batement begs, 'what T utterly. deny, 
viz: Thats Man ger bind his. Heirs to 
SLED mags. 


vernment of Ezg = have ene hi ks; . 
for by their taking Tythesas aforeſaid, 

from-the Romen Clergy, to whoiti 
they were firſt given, and giving them 
to their own Clergy, they plainly de- 
clare, That-Gifts given to bad Uſes, - 
are not binding, nor ought tobe im» ** 


- ploy'd to ſuch purpoſes. To | conkrm: 
this, hear what one Brighty, 


a Far 
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* above the Tenth , Whicl: 15 none of 
*o0urs, 2nd {hold after {11 the remain- 
© ing Eight parts, and abate the Buyer 
* proporcieuably 1n Price, would you 
© ner cornt ſuch a Buyer a Thief. 1f be 
* ſhould rake that Ninrh part, and call 
*it his own, ſaying, We gave it to a 
*bad Uſe? 


Azxſ. No, IT ſveuld rather count the 
Seller a Cheat, and the Buyer a Fool. 
For inſtance ; Suppoſe the Land thus 
ſaid contains Ninety Acres, 15 not ke a 
Cheat, that gives away Ten of thc, 
and. yet ſells me the whole Ninety ? 
for my Decd muſt mention, either 
Eighty or Ninety. If but Eigl:ry A- 
cres is expreſſed, it's felly to clann any 
more ; but if the whole Ninety be in, 


I am no Thief to keep it all. 


©05j. But here it will be replied, 
E that though the whole Nincty Acres 
< were in the Writing, yet i had an im- 
* plicite Abatement . in Conſideration 
* of my paying the Ninth part co ſuch 
< Preachers. 
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Kick. 
\Anſ. The Reaſon of this Abatement, 
when the Bargain was made, was et- 
ther mentioned or not ; if it was, and 
agreed unto by the Buyer, the ObjeCtio 
on 15 good, but if it was not, as gene- 
. rally 1t 1s nor, in the Caſe of Tythe, 
then this Objettion, takes for granted, 

that the Buyer maſt do, what rhe Sel- 
ler thinks he muſt dg, This is childiſh, 
to ſuppoſe, that a Seller's TI ho ughts 
muſt be a Rule for the Buyer's Actt- 
ONs._ 

"2. But ſecondly, T his implicite A: 
batement begs, what I utterly deny, 
Viz. That a Man may bind his Heirs to 
pay what he gives to "uphold; ſuch Religi- 
 0n5 mans Forms of Worſoip as he himſe elf 
believes to be rephr. G very Go- 
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+. - vernment of Ezg/azd have Junilad this; 


for by their taking 1'ythes as aforeſaid, 
from the Roman Clergy, to whom 
they were firſt given, and giving them 
to their own Clergy , they plainly de- 
clare, Ihat Gifts given to bad Ules, 
'  arenor binding, nor ought to be im» 
*. . ploy'd to ſuch purpoſes. To confirm 
; this, hear what one Brightman, a Far, _ 
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mous Man tn his day, faith in his Ex- 
poſition of Rev. 17. 16, * By what 
* Right doth Rozxe challenge her Terri- 
* tories? What did the Emperors give 
* it them ? Juſt ſo as Conſtantine gave 
© his Palace to the City of Rowe. 

© But admit ( faith he ) that Pepin 
© and Char/es, gave them all this, they 
* gave it, when they knew not what 
© they did : They thought they did it 
© to advance the Chriſtian Religion ; 
© but ſeeing it is now found out by la- 
© mentable Experience, that there was 
© never any thing hath more redounded 
© to the undoing of the Church, and 
* the overthrow of Piety , than this 
© Bounty of theirs, why ſhould nat the 
© Emperors take their own again * 


That the Civil Magiſtrate hath » 


power to convert Payments from Re» 
ligious Ceremonies to Civil Utes, is in- 
diſpurably confirmed by our Saviour 
himſelf, both by paying and command- 
ing that Tribute to þe paid which 1s 
mentioned , Mat. 17. 24. and Chap. 
22.21. For if Goadwin's Records of 
thoſe Times, and the Marginal Notes 
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in our Bibles be true, that Tribute had 
been long paid to the Temple at Fers- 


ſalem, Exod. 30.13. And this is very 


probable, for if it had been an ordina- 
ry Tribute, there had not been ſuch 
Ground to fcruple it. But Ceſar'sta- 
king it from the Temple, might exa{- 
perate the Jews, as well others as the 
Galileans, and raiſe the Queſtion fo 
high, as, Whether it were lawful to 
pay it him or not ? But Chriſt ends the 
Controverlie, as before iaid , without 
diſputing C2/ar's Authority to receive 
it, which doubtleſs they which came 
to trap him, thought he would have 
done, or elſe I ſee no Snare in their 
Queſtion, wer. 17. 


But to return a full and final An- 
{wer to this Objeftion. You may ſee 
plainly how it begs all them for Fools, 
who deny Tythes to be a Maintenance 
for Goſpel Miniſters, by ſuppoſing 
them willing to encumber their Land 
with what they diſown: And their 


, Miniſters alſo to be of the ſame Princt- 


ple tg receive ſuch a kind of Mainte- 


—— 
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nance, which is not to be ſuppoſed in. 
aa, :. = | * 
Thus we ſee how ignorantly Men 
argue when out of Truth, how con- 
fuledly they jumble things Tetnporal 
and Spiritual rogether , ſuppoſing 
rhings not to be ſuppoſed, to make a 
Paint for Dzana Tythe. | And then fol- 
lows harſh words ,' as Cheats, and 
Thieves, for not paying it. But what 
care ſome, {0 long asthey can' quiet 
their Minds with this, That they have 
a Law for it. ' So did Informers of 
late, and the Jews of old, Joh. 1g. 7. 

- * But whether a Law will ſtand the 
Trial before the Great Law-maker of 
Heaven and Earth, 1s roo often” the 
jcaſt part, though it ſhould be the 
principal Part of every Man's Exami- 
n2tion, before he conform to it. | But 
are not ſuch of Yeſps{ian's Humcur ? 
who when he was adviſed not to lay a 
Tax upon Urine, it is ſaid he an- 
Iveresd, © | - 


Dulcts oaoy lacri ex re qualibet. 
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No kind of Profit comes amiſs, 
If got bya Law, tho it ſtinks like Pis. 


* 04j. Laſtly, The Prieſt hath one 

* More fling at us, ſaying, His Title 

* tothe Tenth | 1s as go0d as ours to the 

© other Nine parts; "and. that the Law 
6 * hath given him a Right tor, as much 

"as of the Reſt tO Us. | 


Azſ. This fair FER hath a falſe 
Foundation. For the Law crea . 
a Right or Title to thinss of this Na- --+ 


- Fure betwixt Man and Man. Gift or &&  ? 


Purchaſe 15 the true Ground oF Right 
and Property.” When a Man Buys an 
ate, or hath it given him, it 1s 
truly his own, before any Writings 
be made ; yer we go to Counſel to 
have them craw n, to ſecure ir from 
falſe Claims. So the Law in chis Caſe 
may fitly be compared to a Man of 
War , which defends the. Merchant” S 
Goods from Pycates. But the Mer- 
chant's Title to his Goods is not deri- | 
ved rom the Man of War, 


Oe mor lk. 6 NL; 


Fenn "Ty 


© 06j. Tfany Reply, That the Law 

© gives the Poor a Right to the Rates or 

* Taxes charged upon our Land with- 
© out our Conſent, 


Anſ. The Poor's Right to Relief is 
grounded u _— on the Law of God, Lev. 
26. 25. Rom. If. 26, 27. "Gel. 5 
Io, &c. and he is not a Chriftian that 
denies it; Therefore it's not the Law 


of the Land, that Ives. the Poor an 


h m, by CE ET CREE 
ons = then in afl Paritiies._ 


I might further ſhew , if it were 


needſul, how unreaſonable tt is for the 
Prieft to force thoſe to pay him, that 


never hear him, or receive any Benefit 
by his Miniſtry, But moſt Peoples 


Eyes are open to ſce this. Tknow no 


Man, not concern'd in Tythe, nor 


blinded with Prejudice, but will grant, 


rhere is as little Reaſon, why I ſhould 
be compell'd to maintain a Miniſter of 


lus Religion, as for tum to maintain 
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one of mine : Or for me to build or re- 


pair a Place for him to worſhip in, as 


' for him to repair one for me. This 


Fruit would naturally grow upon the 
Tree of Conſcience, Liberty, did not 
ſome kind of Birds {poil the Bloſſoms. 

Truth hath always pure Reaſon on 
its fide , and it teaches every Friend 
rightly to their meaſure to anſwer 
Queſtions of the hope in them, 1 Pez. 
3.15- AndI pray with the Apoſtle, 
2 Theſ. 3.2. to be delivered from yn- 
reaſonable Men, for ſuch have not 
Faith. But I ſhall briefly conclude 
this about Reaſon, with thoſe Ingeni- 
ous Verſes of Palingenias concerning 
it, Lib. 8. 


Quicquid Ariltoteles vel quivis dicet eo- 
| (rum 
Ditta nihbil n.oror, a vere quum forte re- 
(cedunt, 


Nemo putet f69i me addjffur ; mihi fle- 


(ere mentens 
SoloſolktRatio,RatioDus fide Sophorum: 


Ham ſcretator amet weri, imprimiſg; 


(/equatar. 


Lord incline the Government to take 


"EI 
Whes Learned Rabbies, or great Ariſto- 
ne (tle 
Receae from Truth, their Talks but Tit- 
| | | (tle Fottle. 
Let no Manthiuk me to himſelf to bind, + 
Reaſon, pure Captain Reaſon rules my f 
(Mind ;. 
And every Man's, that ſeeks the Truth 
(ts find. 


So, dear Friends, I have given you 
very plain and ſhort Anſwers to the 


ſtrongeſt Arguments, I ever heard for 


the Prieſt's Tythes. I pray God con- 
vince all in Power, that we are not a- 
gainſt any Man's Civil Property ; nor 
that we deny Tythe becauſe it's a bur- 
den to our Eſtates, but to our Conſci- 
ences. We know our Saviour hath 
put an end to them, and we dare not 
continue them : But are made willing 
rather to ſuffer the ſevere Penalties of 
the Law, as Writs of Rebellions, Se- 
queſtrations, Outlawries, Treble Da- 
m1ges, and Impriionments unto Death. 


EE 
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off theſe hard things, before the Cry of 

the Oppretled bring down greater Ca- 

lamities than yet we have fren. In 

the mean time, that we may ſtand 

Rp and patient under x" to the 
nd, is the Deſire and Prayer of, 


Your True Friend, 


W. 


(26) 


POSTSCRIPT. | 


N the End of many Bibles there is a 

Form of Prayer, for private Fami- 

lies, bound Hp 30 doubt but by C onſent of 
Authority. It begins thus, 


Almighty and moſt Merciful Fa- 
ther—— and about the midale it goes ||, 
on thus- And becauſe thou haſt 
commanded us to pray one for another, + |» 
we do not only make our Requeſt (O 
Lord) for our ſelves, but for all Peo- 
ple and Nations of the World, who as 
they know by thy Wonderful Works, 
that thou art God over all, fo they | 
may be inſtruted by thy Holy Spirit 
to believe in thee their only Saviour 
and Redeemer. but for as much as 
they cannot believe except they hear, 
nor cannot hear but by Preesching , 
and none can Preach «except he be ſent : 
"Therefore (O Lord ) raile up faith- 
ful Diltributcrs of thy 219fteries, who | | * 
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both in their Life and DcQrine only 
ſeek thy Glory. Contrarily confound 
Satan, Antichriſt, with all Hirelings, 
( and Papiſts in ſome Copies) whom 
thou haſt already caſt off into a Repro- 
bate Senſe, that they may not by Sefts, 
Schiſms, Herefies and Errors diſquiet 
thy /ittle Flack. And becauſe (O 
Lord) we be fallen into the latter Days 
and dangerous Times, wherein Igno- 
rance hath gotten the upper hand, and 
Satan by his Miniſters, ſeeks by all 
means to quench the Light of thy Go- 
ſpel, we beſcech thee to maintain thy 
Cauſe againit thoſe Ravening Wi olves, 
and ſtrengthen all thy Servants, whom 
they keep in Priſon and Bondage. 


Quis non (ubſcriberet—— Ames ? 
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